[Fetal ascites as a manifestation of infantile sialidosis. Significance of a study of oligosaccharides in amniotic fluid].
Non immune hydramnios and fetal ascite are demonstrated at 31 weeks gestation. There is no familial story. All etiologic investigations (repeated ultrasonographic examinations, amniocentesis) are negative. The delivered girl has a normal development. She presents a congenital ascite and edema. The diagnosis of sialidosis (mucolipidosis type I) is supported by the early finding of vacuolated lymphocytes, the excretion of oligosaccharides in the urine and, finally, the results of the study of alpha-D-neuraminidase fibroblasts and others lysosomal enzymes activities. Oligosaccharides and enzymic studies provide same results in amniotic fluid. Authors point the particular interest of amniotic fluid oligosaccharides study when the etiologic diagnosis of idiopathic fetal ascite or hydrops is to be done.